
Summer Comes to the Hill 

The View          From Arunah  

Arunah Hi l l  Natura l  Science Center 

Inside This Issue 

THE EDITORôS DESK  Page 2  

DEEP SKY  TREASURES: THE OBSERVERôS NOTEBOOK            
Fascinating Finds of Summer Part I by John Davis Page 3 

THE RISE OF THE  TELESCOPES Page 4 

AROUND THE  VALLEY    Page 5 

ARUNAH  HILL  DAYS Page 6  

The Journal of the Arunah Hill Natural Science Center, Inc. Volume 70 Summer 2010 



The View          From Arunah Volume 70 Page 2 

Summer has broken out on the Hill, and that means a 

lot of fine observing is in the offing.  As described 

elsewhere in this issue, there have been some signifi-

cant additions to the collection of telescopes avail-

able for use at Arunah Hill; I look forward to print-

ing ñfirst lightò impressions for each of them. 

Summer is also a time to lazily cruise the Milky Way 

with binoculars and rich-field telescopes and take in 

the colors of the universe, which, as John Davis 

mentions in this issueôs Deep Sky Treasures, can be 

quite stunning.  Forty years ago my father gave me 

my first, and until about 10 years ago my only, tele-

scope: a ôvintageô 60mm refractor on a German 

Equatorial Mount.  What it lacked in aperture it more 

than made up for in the quality of the images.  Per-

haps the most incredible thing that scope showed me 

was the wonderfully different colored stars to be 

seen all over the sky.  Its pinpoint images spawned a 

love for double, red and carbon stars that showcase 

contrasting colors, and provided a welcomed relief 

from the marathon of faint fuzzies my friends with 

more massive telescopes insisted on struggling to 

view.  The summer sky is particularly rich in color, 

especially if you can make your way past the show-

stoppers like Alberio.  Right next door in Lyra are 

three quite striking red stars: ŭ1 Lyrae is a a pale red 

star with a bluish-white companion set in a lovely 

sparse cluster; XY Lyrae is  a bright irregular 6th 

magnitude variable located between Vega and the 

double-double (Ů Lyrae), and T Lyrae is a true car-

bon star that is arguably one of the reddest stars in 

the sky.  Also prominently placed this time of year, 

and a bit easier to locate, is ñLa Superba,ò in Canes 

Venatici (Y CVn), another carbon star that shines at 

around 5th-6th magnitude about 5o northwest of Cor 

Caroli (another fine double star).  

The Editorôs Desk                            
by Steve Herzberg 

Month Day Event 

June 
5 Work Party 

5 Public Observing at Notchview 

July 
3 Work Party 

9-11 StarFest 

August 

5-8 Stellafane 

6 Public Observing at Notchview 

6-15 Rockland Summer Star Party 

7 Work Party 

7 

Bring Your Own Picnic & Public 
Observing at Notchview 

20-21 The Conjunction 

28 

Work Party (Arunah Hill Days 
setup) 

September 

3-6 Arunah Hill Days 

11 Public Observing at Notchview 

10-12 Connecticut Star Party 

17-18 AA Equinox Star Party 
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How to Submit Material to The View from Arunah 

The View from Arunah welcomes material submitted by 

guest contributors. The strength of this publication is its 

writers and photographers, so we are always on the look-

out for new contributors. If you have an idea that you 

think might make a good article, or if you are an astropho-

tographer who would like others to enjoy your work, then 

please consider contacting us. Our staff will be happy to 

provide any assistance that you might need to get your 

work published in The View From Arunah.   

Articles, photographs, or drawings should be sent to: Steve 

Herzberg, 10 South Main Street, PO Box 311, Hayden-

ville, MA 01039. Materials submitted via electronic mail 

should be sent to steven_herzberg@msn.com  Comments 

and criticisms are always welcome. Letters to the Editor or 

to any of the section Editors are also welcome.  

View from Arunah Publication Dates 

Issue Articles Due Publication Date 

Winter November 15 December 1 

Spring February 15 March 1 

Summer May 15 June 1 

Fall August 15 September 1 
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